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NEWS RELEASE

August 14, 1996
LIVINGSTON M AN HEADING DOW N HIS OW N CAREER PATH
MISSOULA Three years ago Bobby Bums, a native of Livingston, took a chance and tried a fledgling
career information program at The University of Montana-Missoula. Today, Bums is a UM
graduate with a job in the field of his choice.
Bums was one of the first UM students to sign up for Ask An Alum, which matches
students with alumni who work in career fields that interest the students.
"Students are bombarded with so many different organizations and avenues at the
University alone, it’s hard to know where to concentrate," Bums said. "This is a tremendous
resource. The greatest asset is the resource of feedback, talking to people who have gone through
it."
Bums, 23, graduated in May with a bachelor of arts degree in business finance. During his
college career, Bums’ Ask An Alum connections helped him land two internships, one in sports
management as assistant marketing promotion manager at UM and the other in financial
management with IDS Financial Services in Missoula. After graduation he went to work for
Norwest Bank as a credit analyst. He attributes part of his career success to relationships with
alumni and the doors they opened for him.
"The key is to position yourself to be more ready and aware of the job market," Bums

said.
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More than 1,000 alumni have volunteered to work with students. The alumni range from
Montana Supreme Court Justice William Hunt, to John Dundas, who is production coordinator for
Good Morning American Sunday in New York. There are 120 career consultants in Missoula,
including Bums.
"It helped me tremendously," Bums said. "I would welcome someone to contact me."
Leigh Sullivan, coordinator for Ask An Alum, said most of the students who have used Ask
An Alum are surprised by the job market that awaits them.
"It’s enlightening for students to see they can take several paths to end up in the same
career field," Sullivan said.
Students pay a $10 fee for one year of unlimited matches. Currently, only enrolled UM
students can use the program, but the long-term goal is to have the service open to all UM alumni,
Sullivan said.
Ask An Alum personnel help students identify consultants who are best suited for them and
aid the students in making first contact. Although the alumni-student relationship may continue,
after three months the consultant’s name is placed back into a database for other students. Some
consultants end up with a waiting list of matches.
Students aren’t the only ones who benefit from Ask An Alum, said Gene O’Hara, executive
vice president and chief operating officer of St. Patrick Hospital in Missoula. O’Hara is a 1969
UM graduate and has two children studying at UM.
"It’s very rewarding to have a chance to sit down and talk with young people and hear what
their goals and aspirations are," O’Hara said. "I wish this program would have been in place when
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I was a student at UM."
Career consulting is open to any alumni who are interested. The alumni fill out biographical
sketches that include information on education, employment and ways and times they are willing to
be contacted. It is not uncommon for a match to spend time job-shadowing a local consultant,
while those alumni who live out of state may communicate with students by fax, e-mail, telephone
or letters.
Ask An Alum is a program of UM ’s Office of Career Services. For more information on
Ask An Alum, call Sullivan at 243-2022.
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